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Letter 
to the 
Editor 


Re: Trial Diplomacy Journal Article - 
Preparation for voir dire 
R. William Wood 
Spring, 1985, Vol. 8, No. 1, p. 17 


In the above referred to article, you stat- 
ed that you used a premise that “people 
who regularly attend institutional churches 
have less human compassion than those 
who do not.” 

The premise should have been struc- 
tured that people who regularly attend 
church have more human compassion but 
less tolerance for irresponsible behaviour. 

You inadvertently accused Christians of 
having less love than non-Christians, which 
is opposite to centuries of human experi- 
ence. 

It is true that Christians expect love to 
be responsible for everyone concerned and 
not a mere emotional response to suffering 


the consequences of one’s own misconduct. 

In the trial of a case, as a plaintiff's trial 
lawyer and a serious Christian myself, you 
will find that Christian jurors are less le- 
nient on criminals and require a slightly 
higher standard of care by a plaintiff before 
awarding him his compensatory damages. 

In life you will find that these are the 
people that are somewhat more likely to 
help you when you are down and cry with 
you even though you are a complete 
stranger than the public at large. 

Your premise worked for you to the 
above extent but was overgeneralized and 
untrue in its essence. 

This won't make any difference in your 
success rate in trial as I share your conclu- 
sion but not your broad brush type of 
premise. 

Therefore, I feel that you should offer an 
addendum of your preparation of voir dire 
article for subsequent publication in the 
Trial Diplomacy Journal, if upon retro- 
spect, you agree. 

Very truly yours, 
ALLEN B. MASSIE 


Attorney at Law 
Midwest City, OK 


AUTHOR’S REPLY: 


Mr. Massie says that the premise I used 
in a jury selection procedure should have 
been, “people who regularly attend church 
have more human compassion but less tol- 
erance for irresponsible behavior” instead 
of “people who regularly attend institu- 
tional churches have less human compas- 
sion than those who do not.” 

He may well be right. The accuracy of 
that premise was certainly not the point or 
even a point of the article. 

Mr. Massie says I accused Christians of 
having less love than non-Christians. He 
has misread the article. 1 wrote neither of 
love nor Christians. My delineation was 
between people who regularly attend 
church and those who do not. Christians 
and non-Christians can be found in each 
category. 

I think if I had the same circumstances 
present themselves again today, these few 
years later, I might structure the premise 
“people who regularly attend institutional 
churches have less tolerance for human er- 
ror than those who do not.” 

Yours very truly, 
R. William Wood 
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